THE EDUCATION  ACT:    SECTION  21             SO

Education, make such arrangements., either of
a permanent or temporary character, and
including the provision of board and lodging, as
they think best suited for the purpose of
enabling those children to receive the benefit
of efficient elementary education, and may
for that purpose enter into such agreement
with the parent of any such child as they
think proper :

Provided that where a child is boarded out
in pursuance of this section the local education
authority shall, if possible, and, if the parent so
requests, arrange for the boarding out being
with a person belonging to the religious
persuasion of the child's parents.

This useful clause will enable authorities to make
provision either temporary or permanent for children
(a) who live too far away to attend school in the ordinary
way, or (6) whose homes are periodically removed. The
provision, would usually take the form either of a residential
school or of a hostel where the child would live while
attending an ordinary school. The authority would
charge for the board and lodging, and have power to
make agreements with the parent for that purpose.
Children living on remote moorland farms could thus
be sent in to a hostel in the county town for the week
to attend school, and return home for the week-ends.
The section would also extend to cases where the parents
remove temporarily at certain seasons for the sake of their
woik and shut up the home. The approval of the
Board is required.

By the Canal Boats Acts, 1877 and 1884 a child living
on a canal boat is deemed to be resident where the boat
is registered and the obligation to attend school in the
ordinary way is affirmed. No special provisions, however,
are made for such children, except that a canal company
is empowered to establish residential schools for them.
Under the present section a local authority could do
the same.

Authorities already have power to provide convoy ances
to bring remote children to school, and in such .cases